Many would seem to be of opinion that the study of 
In the long period from the days of the early Greeks to the time when the arts and sciences became involved in the great fall of the Roman Empire, three epochs more especially invite attention,?the latter part of the fifth and the beginning of the fourth century B.C.; the first years of the Christian era; and the end of the fifth with the earlier years of the sixth century after Christ. These are represented respectively by the Hippocratic writings, by those of Celsus, and by the medical encyclopaedia compiled by Aetius of Amida.
I propose to set before the reader in a collected form the information on obstetric matters that is at present scattered through the works of these various authors.
All that we know about the authorship of the greater part of the writings bearing on obstetric matters that pass under the name of Hippocrates is that they were not written by him ; but it has with great probability been conjectured that the most important of them proceed from the rival school of Cnidus.1 They were written probably in the last years of the fifth century B.C., and contain much that enables us 
